
Wildflowers of Wildflowers of 
Rabbit Mountain Rabbit Mountain 

Eagle Wind  Trail

Boulder County Parks and Open Space

As soon as the soil warms in spring, flowers begin to appear on Rabbit 
Mountain. All kinds come and go during the season.  Only the frost of fall stops the 
show.  Come and see. 

The most common flowering plants on Rabbit Mountain are listed here grouped 
by color*. Within each color, blooms** are listed in approximate chronological order.

Remember, please don’t pick the flowers!  

In a five year survey from 1999 to 2004, a total of 186 species were observed 
with 128 seen most years.  Fifty one species are seen only occasionally or have been 
seen only once and so are not listed. During these years, rainfall in each year (7-14”) 
was below the previous 10 year average of 15.5”.  In spite of this, the most common 
species grew and bloomed.  Their numbers and height may have been less. But, our 
native flora has evolved in drought as well as better times.  So, the wildflowers of 
Rabbit Mountain continue to bring us joy.

This project was completed by Ann Henson, Longmont CO. More information is 
available. 



*Color: B=Blue, G=Green, O=Orange, PI=Pink, PU=Purple ** Primary bloom time** Primary bloom time** Primary bloom time

R=Red, W=White, Y=Yellow Occassional bloom timeOccassional bloom timeOccassional bloom time
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Chiming bells Mertensia lanceolata B 2 3 4 5

Blue flax Adenolinum lewisii B 4 5 6

Common stickseed Lappula redowskii B 3 4 5

Skullcap Scutellaria brittonii B 4 5

Bluemist penstemon Penstemon virens B 4 5 6

Western spiderwort Tradescantia occidentalis B 5 6 7 8

Scurf pea Psoralidium tenuiflorum B 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Common harebell Campanula rotundifolia B 6

Sandberg bluegrass Poa secunda G  3 4

Cheatgrass Anisantha tectorum G 3 4

Rocky mountain bluegrass Poa agassizensis G 4 5

Smooth brome Bromopsis inermis G 4

Annual spurge Tithymalus spathulatus G 4 5

Junegrass Koeleria macrantha G 5

Japanese brome Bromus japonicus G 5

Orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata G 5

Needle and thread grass Hesperostipa comata G 5

Squirreltail Elymus longifolius G 5

Griffiths wheatgrass Elymus lanceolatus G 5

Western wheatgrass Pascopyrum smithii G 6

Canada bluegrass Poa compressa G 6

Indiangrass Sorghastrum nutans G 6 7

Buffalograss Buchloe dactyloides G 6 7

Green milkweed Asclepias viridiflora G 6 7 8

Blue grama Chondrosum gracilis G 7

Thickspike wheatgrass Elymus lanceolatus G 7

Wolftail Lycurus phleoides G 7

Sideoats grama Bouteloua curtipendula G 7 8

Big bluestem Andropogon gerardii G 7 8 9

Canada wildrye Elymus canadensis G 7 8

Switchgrass Panicum virgatum G 8 9

Little bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium G 8 10

Tall dropseed Sporobolus asper G 10  

Sand dropseed Sporobolus cryptandrus G 11 12

Wild tarragon Oligosporus dracunculus ssp. glaucus G 11 12

Field sagewort- gray Oligosporus campestris ssp. pacificus G 12

Field sagewort- green Oligosporus campestris ssp caudatus G 12

Orange arnica Arnica fulgens O 4

Copper mallow Sphaeralcea coccinea O 4 5 6

Lanceleaf spring beauty Claytonia rosea PI 1 2 3

Storksbill Erodium cicutarium PI 1 2 3 4 5 6

Wax currant Ribes cereum PI 2 3

Fremont geranium Geranium caespitosum PI 4 5 6 7 8 9

Mountain mahogany Cercocarpus montanus PI 4

Sidebells penstemon Penstemon secundiflorus PI 4 5

Scarlet gaura Gaura coccinea PI 5 6

Tall gaura Gaura parviflora PI 5 6 7

Say's rose Rosa sayi PI 5 6 7

Wavyleaf thistle Cirsium undulatum PI 6 7

Hairy four o'clock Oxybaphus hirsutus PI 6 7 8 9 10 12

Fogfruit Phyla cuneifolia PI 8
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Blue mustard Chorispora tenella PU 3 4

Lambert locoweed Oxytropis lambertii PU 4

Showy verbena Glandularia bipinnatifida PU 4 5 6 8 11 12

Vervain Verbena bracteata PU 5 6 11

Purple three awn Aristida purpurea PU 5 6 7

Chinese lantern Quincula lobata PU 5 6 7

Purple prairie clover Dalea purpurea PU 6 7

Gayfeather Liatris punctata PU 9 10 11 12

Plains Cottonwood Populus deltoides R 1

Salt & pepper Lomatium orientale W 1 2 3 4

Sand lily Leucocrinum montanum W 2 3 4

Whiplash erigonum Erigeron colo-mexicanus W-PI 2 3 4 5 6

Mouse-eared chickweed Cerastium strictum W 2 3 4 5 6

Wild plum Prunus americana W 2 3

Chokecherry Padus virginiana ssp. melanocarpa W 3 4

Death camas Toxicoscordion venenosum W 4

Easter daisy Townsendia exscapa W 4

White onion Allium textile W 4 5 6

Scorpionweed Phacelia heterophylla W 4 5 6

Bindweed Convolvulus arvensis W-PI 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Richardson's geranium Geranium richardsonii W

Marbleseed Onosmodium molle ssp. occidentale W 5 6

Yucca Yucca glauca W 5 6

Gunnison sego lily Calochortus gunnisonii W  6

Showy Easter daisy Townsendia grandiflora W   6 7

Prickly poppy Argemone polyanthemos W 6 7 8

Porter aster Aster porteri W 9 10 11 12

Dandelion Taraxacum officinale Y 1 2 3 4

Wild parsley Musineon divaricatum Y 1 3 4

Nuttall violet Viola nuttallii Y 2 3

Sun sedge Carex pensylvanica ssp. heliophila Y 2 3 4

Mountain bladderpod Lesquerella montana Y 2 3 4 5

Yellow alyssum Alyssum parviflorum Y 2 3 4

False dandelion Nothocalais cuspidata Y 2 3 4

Small seed false flax Camelina microcarpa Y 2 3 4 5

Three leaf sumac Rhus aromatica ssp. trilobata Y 2 3 4

Golden smoke Corydalis aurea Y 3 4 5

Flixweed Descurainia sophia Y 3 4 5

Western wallflower Erysimum capitatum Y 3 4 5 6

Mountain parsley Pseudocymopterus montanus Y 3

Yellow nipple cactus Coryphantha missouriensis Y 3

Narrowleaf puccoon Lithospermum incisum Y 3 4

Golden banner Thermopsis divaricarpa Y 3 4

Whiskbroom parsley Harbouria trachypleura Y 3 4 5

Tumble mustard Sisymbrium altissimum Y 4 5 6

Salsify Tragopogon dubius Y 4 5 6

Leafy potentilla Drymocallis fissa Y 4 5 6

Ponderosa pine Pinus ponderosa ssp scopulorum Y 4

Tower mustard Turritis glabra Y 4

Tansy mustard Descurainia pinnata Y 4

False salsify Podospermum laciniatum Y 4

Dalmation toadflax Linaria genistifolia ssp. dalmatica Y 4 5 6 7 9 10

Sulfur flower Eriogonum flavum Y 4 5 6 7

Tall groundcherry Physalis viriginiana Y   5 6 7

Yellow wood sorrel Oxalis dillenii Y 5 6

Golden aster Heterotheca villosa Y 5 6 7 8 11 12

Indian blanketflower Gaillardia aristata Y 5 6 7

none Hymenopappus filifolius var. cinereus Y 5 6 7

Yellow stonecrop Amerosedum lanceolatum Y 5 6

Sundrops Calylophus serrulatus Y 6 7 8

Bush sunflower Helianthus pumilus Y 6 7

Prairie coneflower Ratibida columnifera Y 6 7

Prickly pear catcus Opuntia macrorhiza/polyacantha Y 6

none Tragia ramosa Y 6

Moth mullein Verbascum blattaria Y 6 7 8 9 10

Winged buckwheat Pterogonum alatum Y 7 8 9

Common sunflower Helianthus annuus Y 7 8 9 10 11 12

Curlycup gumweed Grindelia squarrosa Y 8 9 10 11 12

Showy goldenrod Solidago speciosa var. pallida Y 9 10 11 12

Ragweed Ambrosia psilostachya Y-G 9

Goldenrod Solidago nana Y 10

White sage Artemisia ludoviciana Y 11 12

Rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus nauseosus Y 11 12

Fringed sage Artemisia frigida Y 11 12

Butterweed Senecio spartioides Y 11 12

none Brickellia rosmarinifolia ssp. chlorolepis Y 12

Broom snakeweed Gutierrezia sarothrae Y 12


