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NWF Garden for Wildlife Programs



• Protect and Restore 
Wildlife and Habitats

• Clean and Healthy 
Water

• Connect People with 
Nature

NWF Strategic Priorities



Conservation Programs

• Public Lands 

• Tribal Lands

Education Programs

• Eco-Schools USA

• Garden for Wildlife

Rocky Mountain Regional Center



GARDEN FOR WILDLIFE

National Wildlife Federation has been encouraging 

people to garden for wildlife since 1973.

There are two main goals of the program: helping 

wildlife and helping people.



GARDEN FOR WILDLIFE

What does gardening have to do with wildlife?



GARDEN FOR WILDLIFE

Gardening for wildlife connects people to nature.



NWF’s Wildlife Gardens provide the

5 Components of a Habitat

Food Water

Cover Places to Raise Young

Sustainable 

Gardening



GARDEN FOR WILDLIFE ANYWHERE

Home

Workplace

Farm

School or University

Apartment or Rooftop Garden

Park or Community Garden

Place of Worship



HOW CAN CONPS AND NWF 

PARTNER TO HELP WILDLIFE?

Become a Wildlife 
Gardener

Certify Your Garden

Create Schoolyard Habitats

Create Colorado’s First 
Community Wildlife Habitats



BECOME A WILDLIFE GARDENER

Join NWF’s Garden for 

Wildlife Program for 

FREE

Simply sign up for our 

monthly newsletter at 

www.nwf.org/garden

• Expert Advice

• Wildlife Profiles

• Native Plant Info 

• How-To Tips

http://www.nwf.org/garden


CERTIFIED WILDLIFE HABITAT

www.nwf.org/garden





SCHOOLYARD HABITATS





Nationally: 

Over 170,000 
Certified Wildlife Habitats

>5,000 Schoolyard Habitats 

In Colorado:

2,500 Certified Wildlife Habitats

52 Schoolyard Habitats in CO



COMMUNITY WILDLIFE HABITATS





WHY SIGN UP FOR COMMUNITY 

WILDLIFE HABITATS?

1) Beautification

2) Community

3) Conservation

4) Water



1st Component: 

CERTIFY PROPERTIES



1st Component:

CERTIFY PROPERTIES



2nd Component 

EDUCATION & OUTREACH



RESTORATION PROJECTS



DEMONSTRATION GARDENS



SHARING INFORMATION



NATIVE PLANT LISTS



NATIVE PLANT SALES



Nationally: 

Over 170,000 
Certified Wildlife Habitats

>5,000 Schoolyard Habitats 

In Colorado:

2,500 Certified Wildlife Habitats

52 Schoolyard Habitats in CO



Nationally: 

Over 170,000 
Certified Wildlife Habitats

>5,000 Schoolyard Habitats 

In Colorado:

2,500 Certified Wildlife Habitats

52 Schoolyard Habitats in CO

COLORADO HAS NO 
CERTIFITED COMMUNITY 

WILDLIFE HABITATS!

HELP US MAKE COLORADO A 
BETTER PLACE FOR WILDLIFE 

AND PEOPLE…



HOW TO SIGN UP

1) Talk to Local NWF staff
2) Rally Your Neighbors
3) Apply at 

www.nwf.org/community
4) Get Buy-In From Leadership
5) Review Your Requirements
6) Pay the $75 One-Time 

Registration Fee
7) Connect with the Network
8) Conduct a Community 

Assessment

http://www.nwf.org/community


NWF PROVIDES SUPPORT

1) Application Support
2) Press and Social Media
3) Free Printed Materials
4) Consultations
5) Networking
6) Progress Reports
7) Resource Center
8) Facebook Group
9) Co-Branding
10)Magazine & Blog Content
11) Sign Discounts



CELEBRATE YOUR SUCCESS



Brian Kurzel

kurzelb@nwf.org

www.nwf.org/community

Inspiring Americans 

to Protect Wildlife for 

our Children’s 

Future.

mailto:fitzgeraldp@nwf.org

